
ATTACIIMENT C

United States Departrnent of the Interior
NATIONAT PARK SER!'ICE

Phlrd.bnB Swport officc
U. S. Custod HoLse - lrd Floor

200 Chcsbut Stse€r
Pliil2delphia PA 19106

June 21; 2@l

Mr- Roben Eppley, Jr.
Pemsylvania Dspartmetrt of TransportatioD, Regron 6
Engineering District 6-0
7000 Geerdes Boulevard
King ofPrussia, PA 19406-1525

Re: Tinicum Creek, Geigel Hill Road Bridge

Dear Mr. Eppleyi

We have revised our opinion regarding the replacement ofthe Geigel Hili Bridge and believe that
rehabiiitation of the existing bridge is the prefeded alternative. This is based oa the May 21st
Geigel Hill Road site visit, dircction ftom the recently organized l-ower Delaware National Wild
and Scenic fuver Management Committee, and lhe fact that the 1997 Geigel Hill MOA with
PHMC on historic issues is no longer in effect-

The Geigel Hil l  Road Bridge replacement project is locrted on Trnicum Cre:k. rvhich rvas
designated into the Nationai Wild and Scenic Rivers System on November l, 2000. Desigrated
rivers arc protcct€d by Section 7(a) ofthe Wild & Scenic fuvels Act. Pursuant to Secrion 7(a):
"no department or agency of the United States shall assist by loan. grant, license, or olherwise in
the construction of env rvatcr resources project thal \\ ould hav€ a direct :ad adverse eifecl on the
valucs for which such river was established." lhe Seraice considec ueler rcsource pro1ccts io
inc lude d.1ms. di\ ersron prolects, bndge and roadrvay pro;ects involving construction in the be<l
or on thc b2nkc ofthe river bank st:tbi l iz::r i ln | . f jea!: \ ,-!  3.!! \ ,r lr :s lh:r! : . j , ! . :  :  s:.:r! . .  +l !
pelmit from thc Anny Corps ol Enginccrs.

Thc proposcd bridge crossing rvi l l  signi i icantly anci adversely affect values 3nd resources loa
which the Tinjcum Crcck wes dcsignalcd into the \\rild ajrd Scenic Rivers Svslem-

Firsi.  rcpl i lccmcrrl ofthc cxist ing -steel truss briCgc aocl neruralstone retxinrnc r\ai ls ad!arscl"
r l iects the scenic aid historic valuc for rvhich the Tinicum Creek is classi j ied as a scenic i ir ' :r  J;
r lrrores r contrib,.Lt irr r:solrce fron thi RicLgr Veil : ' .  Rurel Historic Disi: i :r .  Ib: hisrolr l
Lj isrnct r\ es idenLii l .-d es an oLllsr]ndinglY rerirrrkabl! resoLrrcc in th: Lo n ef Ll3l:rr\ ' .r i3 \r i1oi l : l
\ \ i i ld and Scenic I ir  r cr Srud)' R.pon lnd was crLrcixl io Wild and Sc.oic Rr':r el i-qibi i i t ,  1crih.
Tirr icum. I he historic disrnct registr ir l ion folm idrnl i f ics six bndgcs as contribuLing resout..
and sr3|cs tnat. as r col lcci ion, thc brldges ot rhc Ridge Vellc) srronglv iel iect ! \ \  o lhrinc-



early settlement andtlanspotation changes." Geigel Hill Road Bridge is the olde$ existing
bridge in rhe districr L1 additior! the Criteria of Effects Repon, Geigel Hill Road Bidge
Replacememf Project, Febma.y 1997, states that "the reEovai ofthe contributing bridge from rhe
historic district will bavq@ Adverse Effect on the Ridge Valey Rural Hisroric Dstrict."

Second. installation ofabox culvert repiacement bridge will inhibit the free flowhg charact€r of
the sbeam- A prinary criterion for a National Wild and Scenic fuver is tbrt it bemaintained irl a
ftee flowing coodition TheNational Pad< Service generally prefers cleax span bridges with
aM€nts out of the floo@laiil Propos€d altelations to thewest of the bridgervill raise the
roadwayby.appoximatelytwo'fe€t and imp€de the lloodplain- We beliwe theseproposed
impedimeols to stred flow ad the floodplain.rill increase scourhg above adbelow the bridge
and increase stream bank erosion-

To malntain the Aee flowing, historic and scenic values ofthe Tinicum Creek we recommend
that the existing bridge be rehabilitated as a truss bridge or reinforccd with "f' beams if
necessary,

-fhark you lor consulting-with the National Park Sewice. Please call me ar 21i-597-1655 ifvou
have any quesllons.

Sincerely.

William Sharp, Proj ect Manager
Stewardship and Parlnerchips

cc: La\wence M. Slavitter
Linda Wieand
Ann Saflev


